D.C. Seminars – Fall 2009
DC 301-01

Assassinations in the Nation’s Capital   

Ithaca Professor:  Michael Trotti

September 10-11-12 

Eight of the 44 U.S. Presidents have died in office (that’s nearly 1 in 5), and another resigned. Of those eight, four Presidents have been assassinated, the first two of which occurred in Washington, DC. A significant story in American history is how the nation and the government dealt with these sudden and wrenching transitions. The course will focus upon: the process mandated by the Constitution and how that has changed over the years; exploring the rules of succession to the Presidency; visiting the Ford Theater where Lincoln was shot; discussing a series of primary documents about these assassinations, focusing particularly on the two that occurred in Washington; and finally, writing about what we’ve learned in the short course. 

DC 301-02

Baseball in the District.
Butler University Professor:  Robert Stapleton 
September 24-25-26

This course will offer short readings and discussions on the history and cultural impact of professional baseball in the nation's capital. We will briefly consider the legacy of DC baseball and then focus on the controversy of the Montreal Expos' 2005 move to Washington DC. Our discussions will sandwich a trip to see the Nationals' new ballpark in a contest against the Atlanta Braves on September 25 or against the Florida Marlins on September 4.

7pm game on 9/25 vs Atlanta

DC 301-03 
Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address in Context

Butler University Professor:  Bill Watts 

October 15-16-17 

Abraham Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address has been called, in the title of one recent book, “Lincoln’s Greatest Speech.”   It was delivered on March 4, 1865, when the end of the Civil War was in sight, and a mere six weeks before Lincoln’s assassination.  At a mere 700 words, it is surely one of the most compact and most effective political speeches ever delivered.  We will read the words of the Second Inaugural on the walls of the Lincoln Memorial, and we will consider the speech in its historical context.  We will also consider the rhetorical strategies and literary traditions that inform this brilliant speech. 

