Butler University Staff Assembly Minutes

January 22, 2004
I. Bob Marcus, Chairperson, called the meeting to order.
II.  
New staff members were introduced and given a pin.
III.
Jason Richmond with the Employee Assistance Program (EAP) shared information on the counseling services that are available at no cost to university employees and their families. These include up to 6 free counseling sessions provided by counselors trained to deal with general mental health and family issues. The service is confidential and may be accessed by calling 962-2622 and identifying yourself as a Butler employee. There is also a 24-hour help line. These services are available regardless of whether an employee is on the university insurance plan or not.
IV.
Don Neel of ProCare shared the discount programs that are available to Butler employees. These include: housing services, financial services, legal services, training and dining services, automotive services, senior care, child care, health Y emergency services, restaurant discounts and much more. For more information, visit their website at www.procarenetwork.com. Membership cards are available in Organizational Development.
V.        Bob reported that a computer that is accessible to all facilities personnel has been installed at the Butler Service Center. They are being trained on the university email program and are encouraged to utilize the computer for business related email correspondence.


VI.       Irene Stevens reported that the Employment Affairs Committee is putting the final touches on a Superior Staff Award proposal that will be submitted to the Executive Committee. She also indicated that the committee is reviewing the survey results and seeking to address concerns and suggestions that were raised. 
VII. Jane Clarke reported for the Activities and Socials Committee. They are working on suggestions from the surveys for programs. She encouraged those with particular interests to contact the committee to form interest groups. Some of the suggestions raised included a book club, photography group, euchre group, golf group and more. She also announced that the Garden Club is doing a video series this semester. They will be January 28 and February 25 at noon in AU 326. Those interested are encouraged to join them for this brown bag lunch. 


VIII. Bob reported for the Nominations Committee. They are gearing up for the spring election of At-large Executive Committee members. This will follow the election of officers by the Executive Committee. Nomination Committee members are needed to assist in preparing a slate.


IX. Bob reported for the Faculty Relations Committee. The survey results revealed a very considerable concern for the state of faculty-staff relations. The committee is doing some research with other universities to inquire about programming that they do in this area. The committee is also developing the Whatdoyathink Lunches. The lunch in April will host senior campaign staff for the gubenatorial from each of the parties. If you have suggestions, you are encouraged to send them to frsc@listserv.butler.

X. Blues Buddies are still needed. If you are interested in serving, please contact Cindy Hawkins (9931), Ed Groves (9351) or Tina Vawter (9655).

XI. Bob asked for input about the use of the suggestion boxes and the bulletin board. 


XII. Bob informed the Assembly how the survey results are being address. Each of the committees is working on the comments. Staff who have further suggestions should contact the conveners of the various committees to share that information. The information has been shared with Dr. Fong.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim Harding

Secretary
