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Butler celebration aims
to broaden thinking

utler University turns

150 this year, and we

have chosen the theme

of civil discourse to
guide our celebration. Over the
next year, we hope to spur
members of the Indianapolis
community to talk to each
other and find common ground
wherever possible.

We live in a time when many
people seek out opinions that
mirror and reinforce their own,
rather than
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open to the public. We invite
you to attend — not just to bear
the speakers you agree with,
but to listen to the ideas and vi-
sions of all these thoughtful,
committed leaders.

‘We often bear that the
United States is hopelessly di-
vided between red and blue
states. [ prefer to-think that we
have 50 purple states, made up
of Democrats and Republicans,
conservatives and liberals, all

- living side by side.

MY VIEW
Bobby Fong

There certainly is no una-
nimity of thought, nor does
there need to be. In academis,

. discourse presurnes disputation,

but disputation governed by
rules of logic and evidence,
rhetoric and civility. There are
ways to talk to one another and
to sift through assertions to as-

students, regardless of race or
gender, to earn a diploma. One
hundred fifty years later, his
university proudly celebrates

its history and continues to be
inclusive by bringing in
speakers of divergent views and
giving sudiences the opportu-
nity to Jearn to listen — par-
ticularly when what's being ex-

. pressed may be different from

what they think.

m Fong is president of Butler
University. ~



