Butler Theatre

International Projects 2005 – 2007

Since the launch of the Butler International Theatre Exchange (BITE) project in 2002, the Department of Theatre has successfully committed to developing a transnational approach to theatre education and training, that is unmatched by any other undergraduate theatre program in the region. One mark of our success is the rapid expansion of collaborative partnerships we have been able to create, and the opportunities they provide for faculty and students to participate in international theatre events. Outlined below is the schedule of international projects that the department is currently involved in:

March 2005:
Toronto, Canada: Professors Wendy Meaden (costume), and Madeleine Sobota (scenic design) and four students presented costume and scenic designs from Butler Theatre productions at the World Stage Design Exhibition. Butler won the Silver Medal for outstanding lighting design. 

May 2005:
Butler International Theatre Exchange project: Italian actor/director Alessandro Fabrizi conducted a 12-day workshop on staging the Italian Pastoral comedy Aminta by Torquato Tasso.

June 2005:
Stromboli, Italy: Professor Diane Timmerman received a Butler Academic Faculty Fellowship to observe and write about Vox Erotica, a multi-lingual theatre piece based on Ovid’s Metamorphosis. The resulting article was published in the September 2005 issue of American Theatre magazine.

June/July 2005:
Adelaide, Australia: Dr. John Green (Dept. Chair) spent seven weeks as Visiting Scholar in the School of Humanities at Flinders University, where he directed a production of Hamlet and participated in an international research project on inter-cultural collaboration through the arts.

July 2005:
Fucecchio, Italy: Four students participated in the annual international theatre training program run by the European Live Arts Network.

August 2005:
Germany: Professor Diane Timmerman taught a group of European voice teachers in a week-long workshop led by voice expert Kristin Linklater.

February 2006:
Russian directors Alexander and Tamara Anissimov from the St. Petersburg Academy of Dramatic Art, returned to Butler to stage the North American premiere of Requiem. This piece for actors, orchestra and chorus combines a performance of Mozart’s Requiem with Pushkin’s “Little Tragedy” Mozart and Salieri.

June 2006:
St. Petersburg, Russia: Dr. John Green led a group of students for a month-long study of Russian acting techniques at the St. Petersburg Academy of Dramatic Art.

December 2006:
Moscow, Russia:  Professor Elaina Artemiev will take a group of students to study at the Moscow Art Theatre School for intensive training in acting techniques with distinguished professors and students

May 2007:
Australian film & television director, Robert Marchand, and video artist Richard Back, will be the guest artists for the 2006 Butler International Theatre Exchange project. They will present an intensive, experiential workshop aimed at actors, directors and writers who are interested in learning a technique for building characters from improvisation, based on the methods of the 

Oscar-winning film director, Mike Leigh.

June 2007:
Prague, Czechoslovakia: Professor Rob Koharchik will take students to Prague to attend the Prague Quadrennial 2007, the most important exhibition of contemporary stage design and theatre architecture in the world.
June/July 2007:
Adelaide, Australia: Dr. John Green will return to Flinders University to collaborate with Australian theatre students in the production of plays by Samuel Beckett, and to develop a joint masters degree in international performance studies

International Partnerships in development

Butler Theatre is developing collaborative partnerships with the following institutions:

The London International Festival of Theatre

The Seagull Centre for Performance Research, India

Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria-Nigeria  

