Guidelines for JCFA

Departmental and University Honors Thesis Proposals

Many JCFA students elect to do the Creative Performance or Production Thesis (Option C on your Thesis Proposal Guidelines sheet.) Here are a few tips to help you avoid the most common mistakes:

· Where many JCFA students get into trouble is that they come up with a wonderful Project, but not a Thesis.  Here are a few examples of JCFA projects that are not theses:  “I want to do my senior recital and give a lecture about the life and times of Bach.” Or “I want to direct a play called OUR TOWN because I really like it.” Or “I want to choreograph a contemporary piece.” Or “I want to make a rock music video.” What all of these ideas have in common is that they could be a part of a thesis, but at this point they are just projects. Why?  Because there is no underlying thesis statement there to explore/test/prove.  What are you addressing with the artistic material you choose and why?  What research will aid you in communicating your concept to the audience?  A successful paper always has a strong thesis: successful artistic creations do as well.  (And as you know, this is not just an intellectual exercise, but a process that professional artists employ all the time.)

· To help each of the aforementioned Projects develop into Theses, I would start by asking each student a question: what new angle are you exploring about Bach that will impact the way you play his work?  What is it you would like to communicate to the Butler audience through directing this classic play and how will you communicate your concept?  What would you like to say with your dance piece and what type of visual, musical and choreographic research will aid you in communicating your vision?  Why have you selected this particular rock song and what sort of visual research will aid you in supporting your thesis statement?  These questions provide only a beginning to the thesis proposal development. The process of developing and writing a proposal takes a long time. 

· Another question you may have: Does my Creative Thesis need to include anything written? The answer is yes.  At a minimum you will need to write an assessment paper as described on the Guidelines sheet.  There is no page requirement for your final thesis: please write until you have said or explained the pertinent parts of your thesis.  Your advisor and reader will be very helpful in this regard. 

· The best way to have a successful proposal?  Thoroughly address EVERYTHING that is listed under C. Creative Performance or Production Thesis on the Guidelines sheet from the Honors Office or www.butler.edu/honors.  Click on “Thesis” at the bottom of the page.

· Still have questions?  Talk with your advisor.  Talk with the JCFA Honors Board chair, Gail Lewis (x8369 or glewis@butler.edu ).  Talk with any of the other members of the JCFA Honors Board (the people who will be reviewing your proposal).  They are: Jim Briscoe (music), Marek Cholewa (dance), Allison Harthcock (Media Arts) and Owen Schaub (theatre).

