Spring 2012 Washington DC Short Seminars

Journalism, Citizens and Democracy DC 301-01
Instructor:  Dr. Margaretha Geertsema, School of Journalism
[bookmark: _GoBack]February 23-25, 2012

While an abundance of information is available to citizens in the 21st century, it is becoming more and more difficult to evaluate, synthesize and verify this information in search of the truth. The changing media environment poses many challenges to the news industry --- challenges that further complicate the important relationship between journalism, citizens and democracy. Not only are we seeing the explosion of new media platforms that allow user-generated content, but media concentration, conglomeration and globalization are increasingly threatening the political function of the news media. This seminar will explore these challenges through the lens of the Freedom Forum’s interactive news museum, the Newseum, in Washington, DC. 

Applied Optics and Photography DC 301-02
Instructor: Dr. Xianming L. Han, Department of Physics
March 29-31, 2012

The objective of this seminar is to introduce students the basic concepts of optical physics and its applications in photography under difference lighting conditions.  The photographic application of optics is aimed at making physics more fun, enjoyable and practical, which would greatly help those students who will normally be scared when hearing the word “physics”.  Washington DC with its many museums and landmarks is an ideal setting for photography, thus helping the students making the connection between physics and everyday life.  This seminar will cover the essential concepts in geometric optics (the first 1/3 of PH303 which I have been teaching for many years), including focal length, diameter, aperture and depth of field, the lens equation, and the 1/r2 light intensity dependence on distance.  Minimal amount of algebra will be used so that all students should have sufficient math background.  Notes will be provided to the class.

Educational Reform: History, Issues, and Trends DC 301-03
Instructor: Meredith McAllister, College of Education
April 12-14, 2012

The most recent debate swirling around the education is the revision of the landmark No Child Left Behind legislation.  This legislation provided for little, if any, funding for its mandates, leading to other reform efforts such as the “Teaching Geography is Fundamental” legislation.  February and March, 2007, saw the reintroduction of the Teaching Geography is Fundamental Act in the 110th Congress. On March 1, the same day it was reintroduced in the Senate as S727 and the day after it was reintroduced in the House of Representatives as HR1228, the bill had an unprecedented show of grass-roots support on Capitol Hill.  The bill was reintroduced in March, 2011 as HR 885 IH.   The objectives of this seminar are: (1) to briefly explore the history of educational reform; (2) to analyze recent educational policy initiatives, such as “Teaching Geography is Fundamental”; and, (3) to analyze and synthesize some of the recent educational reform manifestations; such as revised teaching standards, activities and lobby efforts by professional education associations, such as the National Council for Geographic Education and the Association for American Geographers, and standardized testing (which recently added geography to the state ISTEP).  With the renewed emphasis upon educational issues from the Executive Branch (recently revising the No Child Left Behind), Washington D.C. is the ideal location for this seminar.

