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Welcome Letter from the Student Government Association President
Dear First-Year Students,

As President of the Student Government Association, I’d like to
welcome you to Butler University.

At Butler, involvement is the hallmark of the University. With
a student body full of individuals who are passionate and hard
working, it should come as no surprise that 93 percent of students
are engaged in a co-curricular activity on campus. Clearly,
students see the benefits of being active members of the campus
community and that the benefits of being a part of an organization
are substantial and clear.

Beyond the research that states that involved students earn better
grades and are overall more satisfied with their academic experience,
being involved affords students an opportunity to make a positive
impact on both Butler University and the Indianapolis Community.
Over 160 student organizations exist on campus, and while each
organization is unique, all have one important goal: to enhance
the Butler community. Whether committed to service, faith,
politics, academics, sports, student advocacy or philanthropy,
all Butler organizations strive to contribute to the excellence
of the University.

Additionally, becoming involved on campus can serve social
needs. Often, first-year students struggle to find a strong sense
of belonging throughout the first few weeks of the semester.
Certainly, the transition from home to college is challenging,
and the need to identify with a group is natural. Indeed, joining
a campus organization can provide students with a desired feeling
of belonging and identity. As a first-year student, I quickly joined
student government, something that has become a strong part of
my campus identity. It was being a member of this organization
that gave me the confidence and feeling of camaraderie that I
needed to truly embrace my academic and social experience at
Butler. Clearly, the benefits of being an involved member of
Butler University are endless.

At Butler, students have ample opportunities to become
involved in campus organizations. During Welcome Week,
first-year students are invited to Block Party, Butler’s student
organization involvement fair. Representatives from each of
Butler’s 160+ organizations will be available to provide information
and answer questions. I highly recommend that all students
attend Block Party, as it is a great way to meet campus leaders.

The Student Government Association, the governing body for all
student organizations, is a great reference for students interested
in getting more involved. Student Government offers leadership
positions for first year students within each of its five executive
boards. I encourage you to visit the Student Government Association
website www.butler.edu/sga for more information.

It is my sincere hope that each of you embraces the opportunity
to become an active member of the Butler community. If you
have any questions, feel free to contact me via e-mail at
rwaggone@butler.edu

Welcome to Butler!

Sincerely,
Ryan Waggoner
Student Government Association SGA President

Personal Safety
When to call the Police
Don't hesitate to call 911 for emergencies or 940-9396 for non-
emergencies whenever you see or hear something suspicious. If

you wish to remain anonymous, you may do so. When calling the
police, be prepared to help them help you. Be ready to identify
the nature of the incident, the location, time, persons or property
involved, and anything unusual or distinctive about the incident
or persons involved.

Suspicious Activity
Call the BUPD immediately about all suspicious activity. Some
times a seemingly innocent activity might actually be suspicious
so don’t be afraid to call just to inform. Others may be hesitant to
call for fear of seeming “over-reactive” or being embarrassed. Do
not assume that someone else has called. Do not worry about
“bothering” the police, they are here to help.

Safety in Student Residences
• Do not prop open residence doors. Meet visitors at the door.
• Do not let in people you do not know. You are responsible for

the people you let in.
• Do not tamper with door locking mechanisms. Never use tape,

pins, etc., to keep the door from locking shut.
• Think about whether you want to leave notes or signs on

your door letting people know you are out of your room
for extended periods of time. This can alert potential thieves
to your absence.

• Always lock your windows when you leave your room.
• Always lock your door when leaving, even if only going down

the hall or to the bathroom.
• Do not allow strangers to enter your room unless they are properly

identified. If a stranger does enter your room, demand he/she
leave. If he/she refuses, create a commotion and leave quickly.

• Do not leave large sums of money, jewelry or valuable items in
your room. Secure valuables elsewhere when on vacation.

• If you are accosted in a hallway or public area of a residence hall
and feel that you are in immediate danger, dial 911, and explain
the situation to the police. Be prepared to give the location of
the incident if you have left the vicinity. If the danger has passed,
call the police at 940-9396 and explain the situation to them.

Safety WhenWalking Alone
• Use well-traveled route
• Walk purposefully, briskly, and keep moving.

• Walk in the center of the sidewalk — away from buildings,
doorways, hedges and parked cars.

• Walk on the side of the street facing oncoming traffic. If a car
pulls next to you going the same way, reverse your direction.

• Avoid traveling the same route every day.
• Have the key to your home ready as you approach.
• If you are dropped off by a taxi or automobile, ask the driver

to wait until you are safely inside.

If You Are The Victim
Although your safety is maximized when you follow security pre-
cautions, you still may be the victim of an attack. Your reaction
can affect you whether or not you are harmed. You will have to
make snap decisions, so you should think now about how you
might react under a variety of circumstances. Are you prepared to
scream and yell? Will you use physical force? What might you use
as a tool of defense? If you are facing an armed criminal, the risk
of injury may be minimized by cooperating with his/her de-
mands. Avoid sudden movements and give the criminal what
he/she wants. If you think your life is in immediate danger, use
any defense you can think of (screaming, kicking, running, etc.).
Your objective is to get away, and you are the best judge of what
action you should take.
Information obtained from BUPD’s website. For more infor-
mation about safety go to:
http://www.butler.edu/bupd/index.asp/.
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Tell Me Your Story!
“Story Corps is built on a few basic ideas:

That if we take the time to listen, we’ll find
wisdom, wonder, and poetry in the lives and
stories of the people all around us. That we
all want to know our lives have mattered and
we won’t be forgotten. That listening is an
act of love.” (Isay, 2007)

After reading Listening Is an Act of Love and
participating in the Welcome Week activities,
we hope you are inspired to tell your stories
and listen to the stories of the people around
you. Your time at Butler is an opportunity
for you to expand your world: part of that
will come from the knowledge you learn in
the classroom and the other part of that will
come from the people you meet along the
way. College is a time for making something
extraordinary out of the ordinary and seeing
greatness in the mundane. Use this opportunity
to absorb as much information as possible. One
way to do that is to follow the example of
Story Corps and listen. Your roommate,
your classmate in psychology, your English
professor and the food service worker (just to
name a few) all have unique stories to tell.

These stories are what make them special

and what makes Butler such an amazing
community.

Use Listening Is an Act of Love as inspiration
and guidance to start talking to people on
campus. Instead of simply saying “hi” in
passing to a person who lives in your unit,
sit down and have lunch together. Find out
where he/she is from, how he/she got here.
Who helped shape the person he/she is
today? Why does he/she want to pursue
the career he/she has chosen? Listening is
important when making friends.

Making the most of your college experience
goes beyond taking the right classes and
getting involved on campus. It is the
connections you make with your peers,
faculty and staff that are will help mold
you and shape your future stories.

“The essence of America lies not in the head-
line heroes…but in the everyday folks who
live and die unknown, yet leave their dreams
as legacies.” (Alan Lomax, 1940)

Introduction to Butler Lectures
Butler is full of rich opportunities to get
informed about a wide array of topics. The
campus hosts many various lecture series on
topics of religion, arts, diversity, literature
and science/mathematics. Butler University
is committed to bringing in influential
minds to discuss relevant topics and issues
of today’s world. Below is a sampling of the
lecture series and a brief description. These
series will be highlighted throughout the year.

Visiting Writers Series: The Vivian S.
Delbrook Visiting Writers Series at Butler
University regularly hosts public readings
and Q & A sessions with some of the most
influential people in contemporary literature.

Celebration of Diversity Distinguished
Lecture Series:The Celebration of Diversity
Distinguished Lecture Series promotes ethnic
diversity and multicultural awareness through
increased interaction with high profile
multicultural scholars, dignitaries and
personalities.

J. James Woods Lectures in the Sciences
and Mathematics: The goal of the Woods
series is to bring prominent mathematicians
and natural scientists to Butler University
in order to speak on theories at the frontier
of their disciplines, as well as on related
technologies and other issues of public
concern.

Butler Seminar on Religion and World
Civilization: This four-part seminar series
brings scholars, religious leaders and other
experts from across the nation and around
the world to Butler for discussions about the
intersection of religion and major issues of
our time.

Leadership Through the Arts Forum Series:
The Leadership Through the Arts Forum is
built on the principle that creative individuals
often possess untapped leadership potential.
This program encourages participants to
identify and cultivate creative leadership. By
bringing speakers with national reputations
to Butler, the Forum hopes to inspire
dialogue, heighten collaboration and
foster community spirit.

Learn How to Be
A Great Leader

Martin Luther King Jr., Golda Meier,
Mahatma Gandhi. All of them were
great leaders. But how did they do
they do it? They were aware of what
was going on around them; they held
onto their values and understood their
civic responsibility, and they related
to people, even those different from
them. You can learn how to be an
influential leader if you become part

of the Legacy Leadership Program.
Sponsored by the Office of Programs
for Leadership and Service Education
(PuLSE), Legacy is a four-year program
with sessions held once a month
focusing on the characteristics of
leadership. This is a wonderful
opportunity for anyone who wants
to gain confidence, learn how to be
an effective communicator and make
a positive difference in society.

For more information about the
Legacy Leadership Program, contact
Frank Council at fcouncil@butler.edu
or 940-9263.

Getting Involved
is the ButlerWay

In high school you probably heard
it all of the time. Get involved in
extracurricular activities. However,
now that you’re in college, you
might be thinking that it doesn’t
matter anymore. Or does it matter?
Joining a student organization is
definitely the way to go. You not
only meet a lot of new people, you
acquire skills and experiences that
look great on a resume. You can
also develop new interests, which
can help you decide on a career.
There are so many fun clubs,
organizations and volunteer
programs available at Butler, it’s
impossible to list them all here.

Think about getting involved. You
will discover that it’s well worth
the time.

Student Disability Services is the department
on campus that facilitates reasonable accom-
modations and support services for students
with disabilities. Written documentation is re-
quired in order to establish eligibility for serv-
ices. Support services are individualized and
developed on a case-by-case basis. Specific ad-
justments are determined by academic history
and the diagnostic data reported in the writ-
ten documentation. Services might include,
but are not limited to:

• access to speech recognition software systems
• assistance with note taking
• assistance with recorded textbooks
• alternative test arrangements
• extended time on examinations
• access to a reading machine
• use of tape recorders for classroom lectures
• peer mentoring
• assistance with self advocacy
• individual and group support services
• assistance with adaptive technology.
• course substitutions, in limited circumstances
(see policy http://www.butler.edu/disability/
index.aspx?pg=2558&parentID=2556)

• relocation of class to an accessible site,
if needed (Support services do not include
services/equipment of a personal nature.)

Generally, students are asked to submit written
documentation based on an evaluation by
an appropriate licensed professional. The
documentation is reviewed by Student
Disability Services and, if found to be war-
ranted, a reasonable plan of assistance will
be developed. More specific information
regarding the establishment of eligibility is
outlined in the written procedural materials
provided by Student Disability Services.
Materials are available in standard print or
alternate media upon request and are also
available online at www.butler.edu/disability/.

Students who have questions about Student
Disability Services or who have, or think
they may have a disability (psychiatric,
attentional, learning, vision, hearing,
physical or medical condition etc.) are
invited to contact Student Disability
Services for a confidential discussion in
Jordan Hall 136 or by phone at extension 9308.

Drop/Add/Withdraw Policy
In the first five days of class you might find
the need to drop or add a class. Here is some
information about the process. Classes start
on the 27th of August and you will have
until 5 p.m. on Sept. 3 to drop and add
classes.

Reasons for dropping and adding classes
vary greatly. Dropping a class might occur
because the class level is too high for a
student’s current knowledge base or simply
the subject matter is not what was expected.
Rearranging a schedule is another common
reason for dropping and adding a class.

A class might open up in the first week, due
to other students dropping. Be on the look-
out for any classes that were full when you
originally set your schedule, they might open up.

Be diligent your first week of class to make
sure that the classes you are in are the classes
you want to have the whole semester. Changes
made in the first five days are not reflected
on your transcript. After Sept. 3, you will
not be able to add classes and you are only
able to withdraw. A withdraw (W) is noted
on your transcript.

If you want to drop or add a class set up an
appointment with your academic advisor
to start the process. Be sure to discuss your
reasoning and the repercussions of dropping
or adding a class with your advisor. He/she
will have Drop/Add forms that you will
need to fill out and turn into the Registration
and Records office in Jordan Hall Rooms
109, 133, 145.

Introduction to Student Disability Services
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Who helped shape the person he/she is
today? Why does he/she want to pursue
the career he/she has chosen? Listening is
important when making friends.

Making the most of your college experience
goes beyond taking the right classes and
getting involved on campus. It is the
connections you make with your peers,
faculty and staff that are will help mold
you and shape your future stories.

“The essence of America lies not in the head-
line heroes…but in the everyday folks who
live and die unknown, yet leave their dreams
as legacies.” (Alan Lomax, 1940)

Introduction to Butler Lectures
Butler is full of rich opportunities to get
informed about a wide array of topics. The
campus hosts many various lecture series on
topics of religion, arts, diversity, literature
and science/mathematics. Butler University
is committed to bringing in influential
minds to discuss relevant topics and issues
of today’s world. Below is a sampling of the
lecture series and a brief description. These
series will be highlighted throughout the year.

Visiting Writers Series: The Vivian S.
Delbrook Visiting Writers Series at Butler
University regularly hosts public readings
and Q & A sessions with some of the most
influential people in contemporary literature.

Celebration of Diversity Distinguished
Lecture Series:The Celebration of Diversity
Distinguished Lecture Series promotes ethnic
diversity and multicultural awareness through
increased interaction with high profile
multicultural scholars, dignitaries and
personalities.

J. James Woods Lectures in the Sciences
and Mathematics: The goal of the Woods
series is to bring prominent mathematicians
and natural scientists to Butler University
in order to speak on theories at the frontier
of their disciplines, as well as on related
technologies and other issues of public
concern.

Butler Seminar on Religion and World
Civilization: This four-part seminar series
brings scholars, religious leaders and other
experts from across the nation and around
the world to Butler for discussions about the
intersection of religion and major issues of
our time.

Leadership Through the Arts Forum Series:
The Leadership Through the Arts Forum is
built on the principle that creative individuals
often possess untapped leadership potential.
This program encourages participants to
identify and cultivate creative leadership. By
bringing speakers with national reputations
to Butler, the Forum hopes to inspire
dialogue, heighten collaboration and
foster community spirit.

Learn How to Be
A Great Leader

Martin Luther King Jr., Golda Meier,
Mahatma Gandhi. All of them were
great leaders. But how did they do
they do it? They were aware of what
was going on around them; they held
onto their values and understood their
civic responsibility, and they related
to people, even those different from
them. You can learn how to be an
influential leader if you become part

of the Legacy Leadership Program.
Sponsored by the Office of Programs
for Leadership and Service Education
(PuLSE), Legacy is a four-year program
with sessions held once a month
focusing on the characteristics of
leadership. This is a wonderful
opportunity for anyone who wants
to gain confidence, learn how to be
an effective communicator and make
a positive difference in society.

For more information about the
Legacy Leadership Program, contact
Frank Council at fcouncil@butler.edu
or 940-9263.

Getting Involved
is the ButlerWay

In high school you probably heard
it all of the time. Get involved in
extracurricular activities. However,
now that you’re in college, you
might be thinking that it doesn’t
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or adding a class with your advisor. He/she
will have Drop/Add forms that you will
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Welcome Letter from the Student Government Association President
Dear First-Year Students,

As President of the Student Government Association, I’d like to
welcome you to Butler University.

At Butler, involvement is the hallmark of the University. With
a student body full of individuals who are passionate and hard
working, it should come as no surprise that 93 percent of students
are engaged in a co-curricular activity on campus. Clearly,
students see the benefits of being active members of the campus
community and that the benefits of being a part of an organization
are substantial and clear.

Beyond the research that states that involved students earn better
grades and are overall more satisfied with their academic experience,
being involved affords students an opportunity to make a positive
impact on both Butler University and the Indianapolis Community.
Over 160 student organizations exist on campus, and while each
organization is unique, all have one important goal: to enhance
the Butler community. Whether committed to service, faith,
politics, academics, sports, student advocacy or philanthropy,
all Butler organizations strive to contribute to the excellence
of the University.

Additionally, becoming involved on campus can serve social
needs. Often, first-year students struggle to find a strong sense
of belonging throughout the first few weeks of the semester.
Certainly, the transition from home to college is challenging,
and the need to identify with a group is natural. Indeed, joining
a campus organization can provide students with a desired feeling
of belonging and identity. As a first-year student, I quickly joined
student government, something that has become a strong part of
my campus identity. It was being a member of this organization
that gave me the confidence and feeling of camaraderie that I
needed to truly embrace my academic and social experience at
Butler. Clearly, the benefits of being an involved member of
Butler University are endless.

At Butler, students have ample opportunities to become
involved in campus organizations. During Welcome Week,
first-year students are invited to Block Party, Butler’s student
organization involvement fair. Representatives from each of
Butler’s 160+ organizations will be available to provide information
and answer questions. I highly recommend that all students
attend Block Party, as it is a great way to meet campus leaders.

The Student Government Association, the governing body for all
student organizations, is a great reference for students interested
in getting more involved. Student Government offers leadership
positions for first year students within each of its five executive
boards. I encourage you to visit the Student Government Association
website www.butler.edu/sga for more information.

It is my sincere hope that each of you embraces the opportunity
to become an active member of the Butler community. If you
have any questions, feel free to contact me via e-mail at
rwaggone@butler.edu

Welcome to Butler!

Sincerely,
Ryan Waggoner
Student Government Association SGA President

Personal Safety
When to call the Police
Don't hesitate to call 911 for emergencies or 940-9396 for non-
emergencies whenever you see or hear something suspicious. If

you wish to remain anonymous, you may do so. When calling the
police, be prepared to help them help you. Be ready to identify
the nature of the incident, the location, time, persons or property
involved, and anything unusual or distinctive about the incident
or persons involved.

Suspicious Activity
Call the BUPD immediately about all suspicious activity. Some
times a seemingly innocent activity might actually be suspicious
so don’t be afraid to call just to inform. Others may be hesitant to
call for fear of seeming “over-reactive” or being embarrassed. Do
not assume that someone else has called. Do not worry about
“bothering” the police, they are here to help.

Safety in Student Residences
• Do not prop open residence doors. Meet visitors at the door.
• Do not let in people you do not know. You are responsible for

the people you let in.
• Do not tamper with door locking mechanisms. Never use tape,

pins, etc., to keep the door from locking shut.
• Think about whether you want to leave notes or signs on

your door letting people know you are out of your room
for extended periods of time. This can alert potential thieves
to your absence.

• Always lock your windows when you leave your room.
• Always lock your door when leaving, even if only going down

the hall or to the bathroom.
• Do not allow strangers to enter your room unless they are properly

identified. If a stranger does enter your room, demand he/she
leave. If he/she refuses, create a commotion and leave quickly.

• Do not leave large sums of money, jewelry or valuable items in
your room. Secure valuables elsewhere when on vacation.

• If you are accosted in a hallway or public area of a residence hall
and feel that you are in immediate danger, dial 911, and explain
the situation to the police. Be prepared to give the location of
the incident if you have left the vicinity. If the danger has passed,
call the police at 940-9396 and explain the situation to them.

Safety WhenWalking Alone
• Use well-traveled route
• Walk purposefully, briskly, and keep moving.

• Walk in the center of the sidewalk — away from buildings,
doorways, hedges and parked cars.

• Walk on the side of the street facing oncoming traffic. If a car
pulls next to you going the same way, reverse your direction.

• Avoid traveling the same route every day.
• Have the key to your home ready as you approach.
• If you are dropped off by a taxi or automobile, ask the driver

to wait until you are safely inside.

If You Are The Victim
Although your safety is maximized when you follow security pre-
cautions, you still may be the victim of an attack. Your reaction
can affect you whether or not you are harmed. You will have to
make snap decisions, so you should think now about how you
might react under a variety of circumstances. Are you prepared to
scream and yell? Will you use physical force? What might you use
as a tool of defense? If you are facing an armed criminal, the risk
of injury may be minimized by cooperating with his/her de-
mands. Avoid sudden movements and give the criminal what
he/she wants. If you think your life is in immediate danger, use
any defense you can think of (screaming, kicking, running, etc.).
Your objective is to get away, and you are the best judge of what
action you should take.
Information obtained from BUPD’s website. For more infor-
mation about safety go to:
http://www.butler.edu/bupd/index.asp/.



Irwin Lilly Science

Monday-Thursday 7:30 a.m.–1 a.m. 8 a.m.–12 a.m.

Friday 7:30 a.m.–6 p.m. 8 a.m.–8 p.m.

Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 10 a.m.–8 p.m.

Sunday 10 a.m.–1 a.m. Noon–Midnight

Take Action!
Become a Responsible Advisee
Schedule regular appoint-
ments and make regular
contacts with your advisor
each semester.

You might have met with your advisor to register for classes
but now that you are on campus, set up an appointment
with him/her. It is important to introduce yourself and build
rapport with your advisor before you need him/her to help
you with something. Use this time to get to know each other.
Talk to your advisor about your education and career goals.




