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It has been a busy and productive time for our growing METL program.  Our pilot courses in Teacher Research and Teacher Leadership have now been approved as official courses; we have added the option of an ENL license and are working on an METL Core that would ground our curriculum in a set of common courses for all our students.





In addition our students continue to excel in their production of interesting and challenging research and leadership projects. In addition to the thesis projects which we list in this newsletter many students are choosing to do smaller teacher research projects before they work on their thesis. Lori Wilderson is experimenting with the use of an artist studio in her kindergarten classroom.  She is interested in how the meaning making her children do in art will help them develop as emergent readers and writers. Angela Miller is studying reading motivation with her Title One children. Both Angela and Lori completed the Summer Cohort this past summer.














As I write this the spring semester has just begun and we are preparing for our seond annual METL information nihgt.   At this event prospective students will have the cnace to mett current Metl faculty and students, to see graduate student projects and learn about our program. We hope that many of you will come to help us host this event. Bring a friend!
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Courses offered in Summer I 2008





	Registration #	Course #		Course Title					Time		Instructor


	


1202		ED408 01		Problems in Teaching Reading			TR	2:30-5pm		Corpus, Deborah


1228		ED445 01		Introduction to Computers in Education		TBA			Maurer, Matthew


1296		ED480 01		Foundations in Teaching Children with Differences	TR	4-6:30pm		Edwards, Terri


1206		ED491 01		Behavior Mgmt. for Inclusive Classrooms		MW	7-9:30pm		Staff


1192		ED492 50		Special Education Law				TBA			Kercood, Suneeta


1180		ED507 50		Developmental Reading			TR	7:30-10pm		Corpus, Deborah


1198		ED529 50		Teach Reading in Content Areas			TR	5-7pm		Corpus, Deborah


1293/1294		ED530 50/531 50	Foundations Effective Teaching/Learning Cohort	TWR	4-10pm		Staff


									S	8am-4pm		Staff


1297		ED547 01		Appraisal: Theory & Technique			MW	4-7pm		Walner, Laura


1295		ED583 51		Char of Children Needing Mild Inter		MW	4:30-7:30pm	Williams, Linda


1210		ED589 01		Practice Teaching & Portfolio Development		MW	4:30-6:30pm	Nichols, Abbigail


1216		ED497 01		Adv Internship in Physical Education		TBA			Strawbridge, Marilyn








Courses offered in Summer II 2008


Registration #	Course #		Course Title					Time		Instructor





1215		ED490 01		Assessment of Children w/Special Needs		MW	1:30-4:30pm	Kercood, Suneeta


1156		ED534 01		Readings in Instructional Technology		MW	9am-12pm		Maurer, Matthew


1132		ED547 61		Appraisal: Theory & Technique			MW	4-7pm		Walner, Laura


1146		ED548 01		Introduction to Research			MW	4:30-10pm		Kercood, Suneeta


1216		ED569 50		Problems/Issues/Trends in Education		TR	4-8pm		Staff


1214		ED584 01		Strategies Teaching Children Needing Mild Inter	MW	4:30-7pm		Williams, Linda


1152		ED497 01		Advanced Internship in Physical Education		TBA			Strawbridge, Marilyn


1150		ED499 01		Advanced Practical Exper Physical Education	TBA			Strawbridge, Marilyn








***Please note – All classes are subject to change or cancellation.  To receive an updated list of summer classes you can visit the Butler website under Course Search.


			


* Please check with your advisor for other courses and/or independent studies. If you are interested in a course description, contact the instructor.








Academic Calendar for Spring 08





February 11�
Last day to change P/F to  credit or credit to P/F�
�
March 10-14�
Spring break (no classes)�
�
March 24-April 4�
Advising for Fall 2008�
�
March 28�
Last day to withdraw or change to non-credit�
�
April 28�
Last day of classes�
�
April 29�
Reading day�
�
April 30-May 6�
Final examinations�
�
May 10�
Commencement�
�



Academic Calendar for Summer I 08


May 7�
Last day to apply for non-degree adm.�
�
May 12�
First day of class�
�
May 26�
Memorial Day, no class�
�
June 20�
Last day of class�
�



Academic Calendar for Summer II 08


June 16�
Last day to apply for  non-degree adm.�
�
June 23�
First day of class�
�
July 4�
July 4 holiday no class�
�
August 1�
Last day of class�
�






METL Information Night


Thursday, February 28th 5:30-7pm, Johnson Room


Wine and cheese


Everyone is invited to come and share your experiences or bring a friend and introduce them to the METL program!





Congratulations to our recent


METL Graduates!!





May 2007


Christiana Chillemi			Elizabeth Deegan


Stacey Emmert			Erica Jackson


Mackcine Jordan-Jessup		Kelli Servizzi


Melissa Trahyn


August 2007


Amy Cheslek			Sarah Delph


Matthew Florio			Laura Garmire


Stephanie Gray			Molly Grimes


Viola Hamilton-Mitchell		Alyssa Hildebrand


Brandi Lerning			Katherine Lhotka


Caleb Schnake			Kristin Scibienski


Cynthia A. Smith			Kelly Summers


Clare Tonge


December 2008


Richard Kay


Viola Hamilton-Mitchell








Student Feature		Liz Bailey





We are fortunate to have Liz Bailey studying with us in METL through a James Madison Fellowship. These $24,000 fellowships were created to honor Madison's legacy and Madisonian principles by providing support for graduate study that focuses on the Constitution and are awarded to one teacher in each state every year.





Liz will be splitting her graduate work between METL and Butler University’s history department where she is currently studying with Terri Jett.





In her curriculum studies course Liz is planning on analyzing and assessing the nationally renowned “We the People" project using analytic tools and concepts form curricular theory. In addition Liz will be creating her own curricular project for high school students. that reflects her beliefs about curriculum and her knowledge and commitment to the constitution and the democratic process.





Liz








	

















Faculty Profile


A Conversation Mindy Welch, PhD 


Mindy Welch recently returned to he College of Education’s faculty after pursuing her doctorate at. We are very lucky to have her involvement in METL. 





Why are you interested in teaching and advising in METL?





My interest in teaching and advising in METL is varied. First, having just completed my doctoral studies I am freshly in tune with the research process, and eager to contribute to growing knowledge in our profession. I was fortunate in my graduate program to work with some exemplary professionals and remarkable human beings. So I look at METL as a place where I can "give back" in the role of advisor. I hope to provide the quality of guidance I received to graduate students in the METL program. 





One of the aspects of investing in the METL program that is attractive to me is that it embraces and embodies the Liberal Arts Ideals fashioned by the mission of the university and vision for the College of Education. The METL program is cultivating a powerful identity and unique culture. The dynamic interface between specialty areas -- subject matter expertise and what it means to be liberally educated is challenging and potent. I value the inclusive nature of a cohort in concert with a liberal individualized curriculum which I believe is a key to the effectiveness of METL. 





What kinds of work are you doing with METL students right now?





I am currently working with one student who has completed her course work and is finalizing her thesis in the area of secondary physical education with a focus on the ways in which physical activity and fitness impact stress management/reduction and school performance in other academic content areas. I am also advising 3 first year graduate students. It is exciting to be working with them "on the ground floor" as they explore their interests, pursue new knowledge and expand their self-knowledge and growth while pursuing their professional goals.


 


What are your hopes for METL?


The METL program is evolving in a direction that is inclusive while expanding. This is very exciting! The idea that any interested CoE faculty can contribute to the program is conducive to the collaborative spirit that inspires important and visionary work. In terms of "Physical Education" as an umbrella for a burgeoning profession, I am convinced the METL program fosters an environment where graduate students can pursue interests related to teacher education, sport management, coaching effectiveness, physical activity promotion, and other related areas of specialization. 





. 





























Linda Rowe


Secretary of Graduate Programs


(317) 940-9501


� HYPERLINK "mailto:lrowe@butler.edu" ��lrowe@butler.edu� 





Judith Lysaker, Ph.D.


Director of METL


(317) 940-8061


� HYPERLINK "mailto:jdwheat@butler.edu" ��jlysaker@butler.edu�





Cindy Smith


Asst. to the


Director of METL


(317) 940-8464


� HYPERLINK "mailto:jdwheat@butler.edu" ��clsmith@butler.edu�





If you have any questions please contact:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                


	





METL Highlights.


Summer Cohort 2007


 By Angela Miller and Lori Wilderson 


We met in the basement of Jordan Hall in the frigid room of 76 on a sunny June day.  As a group, we were fairly new to the education profession, but with diverse backgrounds and knowledge.  Few knew what would lie ahead in their learning in the next three weeks, but we quickly came together to build relationships both professionally and socially.  However, through the experience we established a community of learners.  The Cohort is an inquiry based intensive course which allows one to reflect on their teaching and learning as educators from the beginning of their graduate work experience.  METL students are introduced to different research theories and perspectives in order to develop their own voice in research.    


Soon we came to realize that educational research differed from that of a teacher’s point of view.  In order to ask and answer your questions about teaching and learning, it requires the teacher to become the researcher.  Many of us did not know what teacher research was at the beginning, but as educators who respond to the needs of our students, we already had the questions; we just needed the guidance in finding the answers.  


How does one find the answers to their questions about the learning of their students?  You have to conduct teacher research.  Yet, it was June and school was over for summer break.  So, who did we study?  We studied each other.  Each graduate student was paired with a peer in the Cohort to practice the methods of data collection and analysis.  Such an experience allowed us to draft a research proposal on our own questions about teaching and learning.  As a result, we became more inquisitive and collaborative in nature which will help to prepare us as future leaders in the field of education.      





“We ourselves are trying, always searching, 


never satisfying with what is, looking with curiosity at tomorrow.”


Janusz Korczak  (1978)











Book Review


Becoming a Literacy Leader


By: Jennifer Allen


Perception versus reality.  I perceive myself as a literacy leader in my school building, district, and community. It’s easy with the support of the Butler METL program to assume this role.  However, reality strikes (like it so often does in the education world) when I realize it is harder to transition from my perception as a literacy leader to the reality of standardized testing, curriculum mapping, and daily meetings. 


Janet Allen’s book, Becoming a Literacy Leader reassured me that leadership experiences are possible in everyday routines.  Though many of the broader ideas are geared towards literacy coaches and/or reading specialists, Allen offers great advice and ideas for all educators in writing instruction, fluency initiatives (think integrating metacognition with fluency!), and teacher study groups.  Best of all, I was impressed with Allen’s innovative project titled the “Literacy Intervention Classroom”; it is a must-read chapter!


Even though standardized tests, curriculum maps, and daily meetings will never go away, Becoming a Literacy Leader helped me to believe that my perception can become a reality with practical tips for becoming an agent for change in school buildings and districts.                              Review By: Marcy Buergler











What are you doing now… 


My wife (Heather) and I have two daughters (Katie, 10 and Olivia, 2). Heather runs a successful interior design business and the girls are enjoying their summer activities. I have recently accepted an adjunct faculty position at A.T. Still University, and currently serve as a director on two educational boards: Schools on Wheels, Indianapolis (we tutor homeless children after school) and Academy Plus, Carmel (a private middle school/high school). 


I will be attending my third year residency at the University of Phoenix in June '07, pursuing a doctorate in education.    Howard Lacy (2004)





I’m teaching an on-line Blackboard class called Teaching Boys and Reluctant Readers. I’m also teaching some summer technology courses to teachers in my corporation including one on Self Selected Reading Databases, Writing and Photo Story, and Webquests.  I’m also beginning to look into doctoral programs.


Joy Dewing (2006)








METL Graduate Students present their Thesis Projects


at the COE Summer Institute!





This past summer, nine METL students presented their Thesis Projects to their family, friends, professors and some participants of the COE Summer Institute.  Each graduate student had approximately 30 minutes to share their thesis research.  This was a new approach to thesis presentations in the College of Education.  We encouraged all participants of the Summer Institute to visit the classrooms and partake in the success of our graduate students.  The following is a list of the graduate students along with their thesis presentation title.





Alyssa Hildebrand


Connections Across the Curriculum: The Intertwining of Community, Relationships and Thinking


Kristin Scibienski


How Young Children Develop: A Look at Cultural Tools in a Kindergarten Reader's Workshop


Kelly Summers


Integrating Oral Storytelling in Writer’s Workshop and the Effect on Student’s Perceptions of Social Responsibility


Clare Tonge


Teachers’ Perceptions of Writer’s Workshop


Molly Grimes


Exploring The Benefits of Inquiry and Student Questioning Through Science Talks


Sarah Delph


Enhancing Science Curriculum Using Inquiry


Colleen Deegan


Giving the World to Kindergarteners through Reading


Christi Chillemi


Moving Beyond the Standards: Giving Students more in Public Education


    Caleb Schnake


Use of Constructivist Methodology in Algebra I














