METL Thesis Project

1. Identify topics that are of specific interest to you.  

2. Work with your faculty advisor to develop a clear, concise statement detailing the purpose of the research.  Clearly state your research question and brainstorm possible ways to go about collecting data. Perform all necessary literature searches. Create data collection tools, survey questions, etc. 

3. Complete Institutional Review Board (IRB) forms.  Butler IRB approval is necessary for ALL studies that involve human subjects.  There are three types of IRB submission: exempt, expedited, and full review.  The type of submission will depend on the nature of the research.  IRB review can be a lengthy process.  IRB approval is necessary BEFORE any type of data collection may begin. 


IRB Application

a. Typed/completed IRB application

b. Data collection form/survey, etc.

c. Consent form ( if required)

d. Approval letter from District for research

e. Summary of your project, including the following:

i. Objective

ii. Methodology

iii. Proposed outcomes

iv. Data analysis process

4. When Butler IRB approval(s) is/are received, proceed with your study as designed and commence data collection. 

5. When data collection is complete, analyze data and summarize results.  (Perform interim analysis as appropriate.) 

6. Develop appropriate conclusions based on results

7. Present research, accompanied by a written paper

The first three steps in this process should be completed as early as possible.  The Butler IRB process can take a month or more for full reviews. Remember data collection can not begin until Butler IRB approval(s) is/are received.

